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THAMES VALLEY BERKSHIRE LEP FORUM 
 

DRAFT 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING 
FRIDAY 15 JULY 2011 

 

Present:  
 

Steve Lamb (Oracle Corporation) (Chairman-Elect) 
Gareth Osborn (SEGRO)  
Ruth Bagley (Slough BC) 

David Gillham (University of Reading) 
David Knowles-Leak (Thames Valley FSB) 

Andrew Middleton (Berkshire Community Foundation) 
Cllr Andrew Cumpsty (Reading Borough Council) 
Paul Briggs (TVCC)  

David Cook (3M)  
Tim Wheadon (Bracknell Forest Council) 

Andy Stevenson (KPMG) 
Steve Capel-Davies (PBA)  

Mark Ashwell (Wokingham SME & Chamber)  
Ross Wilson (Berkshire IoD) 
 

Secretariat: Tom Fuller (TVB LEP); Richard Tyndall (Berkshire 
Improvement and Efficiency Partnership) 

 
In Attendance: Jules James, Lis Hearn (Voyage) 
 

Apologies: Steve Rankin (CBI); Cllr Rob Stanton (Wokingham BC); 
Michael Coughlin (Reading BC); Cllr David Lee (Wokingham BC);; David 

Sutton (BESB); Cllr Graham Jones (West Berkshire Council); Cllr Rob 
Anderson (Slough BC); Ian Smith (TVCC); Ian Trenholm (RBWM); Nick 
Carter (West Berkshire Council); Susan Law (Wokingham BC); Cllr Paul 

Bettison (Bracknell Forest Council); Cllr Alan Law (West Berkshire Council)  
 

1. Apologies for absence 
 
1.1    The Chairman-Elect noted the apologies for absence. He thanked 

         SEGRO for its generous support in providing a venue for the 
         meeting. 

 
2. Minutes of 13 May 2011 meeting 
 

2.1 The minutes of the meeting of the Forum, held on 13 May         
2011were agreed as a true record. There was one matter arising in 

reference to paragraph 3.1. Tom Fuller reported that the  Capacity 
Fund Offer Letter had been received, signed and returned.  

 

3. Chairman-Elect’s Update and Report 
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a.  Future visits: August DCLG; September Philippa Lloyd BIS; 
Autumn - Secretary of State For Communities & Local 

Government  
 

Steve Lamb reported that the LEP’s image and reputation was 
on the rise as we have been more active inside and outside the 
Thames Valley. A planned series of visits and engagement will 

come forward. A visit to the Treasury was held last week. Eric 
Pickles office was being approached. Members made some other 

suggestions for useful profile raising contacts.  
 

b. Enterprise Zone  

 
Tom Fuller reported that no bid had been made following 

feedback from initial expressions of interest and early meetings 
with DCLG officials. The prospect of success was not sufficiently 
great to warrant the effort in submitting full bids. DCLG have 

acknowledged this mature approach, and offered whatever help 
was appropriate in expediting the two schemes outside the EZ 

process. Further communication with Ministers will follow 
highlighting this example of a sensible partnership between the 

LEP and the Department. Visits from officials will follow. Gareth 
Osborne reported on good visibility for the LEP with Steve 
Quartermaine at DCLG for the Slough/Slough Estates SPZ 

 
c. Roadshows 

 
Over 300 delegates registered for next week’s roadshows in 
Newbury, Reading and Datchet. 

 
d. Employment, education & skills group 

 
Steve Lamb has attended the SRG (14-19 coordinating group), 
and Reading College and will be attending Berkshire Association 

of Secondary Heads (BASH). The group is engaged in the future 
planning for the Berkshire Observatory and ways of gaining 

Labour Market Intelligence, including a forecasting capability.  
 

David Knowles-Leak reported that the group was also 

developing the concept of work readiness, with the possibility of 
a small pilot to demonstrate the possibilities. David Cook 

reported on the BITC school partnership initiative. There was a 
strong feeling that the LEP should be coordinating efforts in this 
area.  

 
David Cook emphasised the need for long term engagement and 

the full support of a headteacher in developing school-business 
partnership programmes. 

 

Tim Wheadon also emphasised the need for proper engagement 
of the headteachers, and pinpointed the engagement with BASH 

as key to making progress. Ruth Bagley supported this and 



 3 

suggested choosing one or more headteachers with a strong 
track record to support the initiative. 

 
Agreed to ask David Knowles-Leak to work with a small group 

and bring back a plan for developing a programme of activity 
around the theme of work readiness for school leavers.  

 

e. NGA – Superfast Broadband 
 

Tom Fuller reported on progress towards developing a local 
Broadband Delivery Plan with the aim of drawing down some 
capital funds from the Government’s funds if matched by local 

contributions. Chief Executives and Leaders are fully engaged in 
exploring the possibility of supporting this. There is also 

partnership work with Enterprise M3. 
 

A business survey questionnaire will be circulated via FSB, TVCC 

and BusinessLink in the summer with results due in the early 
autumn at a cost of £2,500. 

 
Steve Lamb reported that he was liaising with neighbouring LEPs 

to see if there is a common agenda and that Superfast 
Broadband would probably be on that list.   

 

f. Budget 
 

We have submitted an application to the LEP Start-up Fund for 
approximately £200,000 of start-up costs. It is one of 27 
received by the Department. Informal feedback has been 

encouraging, but as yet there is no formal response. 
 

The cost of the three Roadshows was reported as £6k +VAT 
 

g. Innovation Event  

 
David Gillham reported that the Innvoation Event had been held 

on 6 July at Henley Business School. Susan Elliott and Ed Cooper 
will be bringing forward a draft Innovation Strategy 

 

h. Community Sector Sub-Forum  
 

Andrew Middleton reported that the first Community Sector Sub 
Forum would be held on 26 July 

 

 
4.          Draft LEP Constitution 

 
Final copies circulated at the meeting. It was agreed to confirm this by 
email. 

  
5.      Great Western Rail Access to Heathrow 
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Ruth Bagley reported that there has been progress behind the scenes with 
the Minister, the Department, Network Rail and BAA.  

 
Ruth rehearsed some of the technical options around links to HS2 and 

phasing of the GWRAtH which are in issue at the moment. 
 
She said that Slough was continuing to develop a strategy for public 

interest engagement in supporting the project. She is also talking to local 
MPs about a possible all-party meeting in the House for MPs in affected 

constituencies. 
 
6.      Inward Investment 

 
Steve Lamb reported that there had been recent progress on new Inward 

Investment draft protocols with UKTI, PA, TVCC and TVB LEP. 
 
7.          Branding Presentation 

 
Jules James of Voyage gave a presentation of the emerging branding and 

visual presentation, which was welcomed by the meeting. 
 

8.          Election of a Chair 
 
Steve Lamb was appointed Chair for a two year term from 15 July 2011. 

 
9.      Links to Buckinghamshire 

 
Andrew Cumpsty reported on continuing discussions with the new leader 
of Bucks CC about the possibility of future collaboration  

 
10.      Next Meeting  

 
16 September 2011 venue {tba} 


